Appearance during chick embryogenesis of vitamin D-dependent calcium-binding protein (calbindin-D28K).
The appearance of the vitamin D-dependent calcium-binding protein (calbindin-D28K) in embryonic chick tissues was determined using a sensitive immunohistochemical assay to elucidate the possible role of calbindin-D28K during embryogenesis. This protein first occurs in renal, cerebellar and intestinal cells during the final stages of maturation and/or differentiation. It is during this period of their development that these tissues become functional. On the basis of our observations, we suggest that the onset of cell function may be coupled with the appearance of calbindin-D28K.